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The perfect book for young readers looking to explore some of life's biggest
questions.Thousands of years ago, ancient philosophers asked some important questions:
"What is real?", "What is the point of my existence?", "Why is there evil in the world?", and "What
can I know?" These questions have gone on to spark passionate debates about our existence
and how we understand the world around us.In this engaging and accessible introduction to
philosophy, readers aged 11+ will be introduced to a variety of philosophical ideas through the
teachings of Plato, Confucius, Simone de Beauvoir, and many more.Vibrant, reader-friendly
illustrations bring the history of ideas and thinking to life, and provide topics for reflection and
debate. With biographies of the most influential philosophers from around the world, young
readers will explore the questions that have been fundamental to the development of scientific
study, logical thinking, religious beliefs, freedom in society, and much more. Thought
experiments peppered throughout will help to connect readers with the theories presented so
they can apply them to their own lives.
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About this book Throughout history, people have wondered about the world around them and
their own place in it. They have puzzled over what is real. They have discussed what it means to
know and believe things. They have argued about the nature of truth. They have asked what it
means to lead a good life. And through wondering about all these things, they have tried to
understand the world more fully. Philosophy is about asking these big questions about life, so
that we can deepen our understanding and act more wisely. The Thinker, by French sculptor
Auguste Rodin A LOVE OF WISDOM Whenever people look at the world with fresh eyes, think
things through more clearly, and ask new questions, they are practicing philosophy. The word
“philosophy” comes from a Greek word meaning “the love of wisdom.” But although the word is
Greek, philosophy happens all over the world, and in very different civilizations. In some cultures
philosophers have always written their ideas down, while in others ideas have been passed on
by word of mouth. There are many separate traditions of philosophy around the world.The
founder of Buddhism in India, Siddhaˉrtha Gautama The ancient Greek thinker
AnaximanderDIFFERENT TRADITIONS Some of the world’s major philosophical traditions are
found in India, China, and across Europe and the Middle East. Philosophers such as
Siddhaˉrtha Gautama in India, Confucius in China, Ibn Sı ˉnaˉ in Persia, and many ancient Greek
thinkers, have left a strong mark on history. Their thinking has shaped the cultures of Asia,
Europe, and beyond. But philosophy is not limited to these traditions. It happens wherever
people wonder about the world around them. 6The Muslim Arab philosopher Ibn Sıˉnaˉ The
Chinese teacher Confucius

Illustration by René Descartes examining the relationship between the mind’s power to reason
and the body’s ability to move PHILOSOPHY AND BELIEF The world’s cultures are rich in the
traditions of myth and religion. These belief systems, like philosophy, can help people to make
sense of their place in the world and decide what is right and wrong. Reason plays a part in



many religions, but beliefs are often viewed as matters of faith—they are taken on trust.
Philosophers must rely on reason alone to investigate beliefs.REASONING ABOUT REASON
All the different branches of human knowledge use reasoning (the ability to think things through)
to understand the world. Sciences such as physics, chemistry, and biology combine
observation, experiment, and reasoning to understand the natural world. But what makes
philosophers different is that they often step back to ask questions that scientists don’t ask:
What is reason? What does it mean to understand? Philosophers don’t just use reason as a tool.
They go further, and even reason about the ability to reason itself. Traditional Yoruba religious
danceTHOUGHT EXPERIMENTS Philosophers use many methods to explore the questions
they are interested in. One tool that they often use is a thought experiment. This involves
creating an imaginary scenario that allows them to fully explore a problem. Throughout this
book, wherever you see a question mark inside a thought bubble close to an illustration, a
philosopher is asking you to “imagine” a particular scenario as a thought experiment, to help you
think a philosophical problem through.Brain in a vat thought experimentWHY PHILOSOPHY
MATTERS Learning about philosophy helps people to think and reason more clearly. It
encourages you to ask deeper questions about the world. It gives insights into your own culture
and its traditions, and the cultures and traditions of others. And it can help you find your own
solutions to the question of what it means to lead a good life. 7

PHILOSOPHY THROUGH THE AGES 700 bce – 250 ce In ancient Greece, Socrates is born.
He is the first 6th century bce It’s believed that the Chinese philosopher Laozi creates the
religion of Daoism around this time. In his book, the Dao De Jing, he considers the changing
nature of the Universe. Sculpture of Siddhaˉrtha Gautama under the Bodhi tree Western
philosopher to focus his attention on concepts such as justice, virtue, and beauty. c.500 bce
While meditating under the Bodhi tree, Siddhaˉrtha Gautama is enlightened and becomes
known as the Buddha. He teaches his philosophy throughout India. 518 bce The first known
Greek philosopher Thales claims that everything in the Universe is made from water.470
bcec.530 bce ◀ MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE Stories about Laozi say that he left China
riding a water buffalo, and was never seen again. P 8 eople have always asked questions about
the nature of the Universe, the point of existence, and what makes a person “good.” In very
ancient times, answers were found in folklore, myth, and legend. But around 2,800 years ago,
people started to change how they thought about their world. Instead of looking for answers in
stories of gods and heroes they looked for explanations using their ability to reason. The
Chinese thinker Confucius becomes a tutor. His ideas go on to influence every aspect of
Chinese life and thought. Thales of MiletusSome scholars have called this important period the
“Axial Age,” because it was a time when people’s ideas about their place in the Universe shifted
or turned, in the same way that a wheel turns on its axis. It was during the Axial Age, which
lasted from the 8th to the 3rd centuries bce, that many of the world’s major philosophical
traditions began to emerge across China, India, and Mediterranean Europe.



The Greek philosopher Zeno of Elea questions the nature of change through a series of
paradoxes—logical puzzles that appear to lead to absurd conclusions. c.490–425 bce ◀ THE
DIVINE TEACHER In the Bhagavad Gita, the god Krishna encourages Prince Arjuna to do his
duty as a warrior by fighting in a just war.c.400 bce 335 bce In ancient India, believers in
Hinduism compose the Bhagavad Gita, a poetic story that teaches the importance of duty.
c.399–390 bce The Greek philosopher Plato writes a series of dialogues (conversations) that
explore philosophical ideas. A student of Plato, Aristotle, opens a philosophy school known as
the Lyceum. His methods go on to form the foundations of Western science.Zeno of Elea
Painting of Aristotle’s Lyceum Philosophy begins in wonder. PLATO, Theaetetus (4th century
bce) There are many reasons why philosophy developed, but two of the most important were the
growth of cities and the expansion of trade. As cities grew and began to trade, humans began to
interact with each other like never before. People were exposed to different ways of thinking, and
societies became more complicated. The ideas that people had about the world had to develop
to keep up with this new complexity. This period produced some of history’s greatest thinkers:
Confucius in China, Siddhaˉrtha Gautama in India, and Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle in Greece.
The ideas of these ancient philosophers were so powerful that they laid the foundations for the
cultures that followed them, and their influence continued to be felt centuries after their deaths.
The questions they asked still preoccupy philosophers today, more than 2,000 years later. 9

PHILOSOPHY THROUGH THE AGES 250 – 1400 In his autobiography, the Roman-African
Christian thinker Augustine of Hippo develops Plato’s ideas on spirituality and the soul. c.397–
398 c.860–866 510 Anselm of Canterbury The Roman thinker Boethius translates Aristotle's
writing on logic into Latin, giving medieval Christian scholars access to ancient Greek
philosophy. 1027 In Persia, the Muslim Augustine of Hippo I Ibn Sıˉnaˉ thinker Ibn Sıˉna ˉ uses
the thought experiment of a “floating person” to prove the existence of the soul. n the early
centuries of the 1st millennium ce, the power of the Roman Empire declined in Europe. At the
same time, a new religion was spreading across the continent—Christianity. In 313 ce, the
practice of this new religion was permitted throughout the Roman Empire by Emperor
Constantine. The spread of Christianity across Europe began in the Greek-speaking lands
around the Mediterranean. The original language of the Bible’s New Testament is 10 Greek, and
Christianity was heavily influenced by ancient Greek philosophy. However, some of the earliest
Christian thinkers, such as Augustine of Hippo, struggled to connect ideas found in Greek
philosophy with Christian teachings, as they seemed to be very different. As the Roman Empire
collapsed, Western Europe became politically divided. Cities and small states were constantly at
war with one another, and there was little time for philosophy. However, in the Middle East, a new
1077–78 The Italian Christian thinker Anselm of Canterbury writes an argument to prove the
existence of God, which will later become known as the “ontological argument.” The Irish
Christian thinker Johannes Scotus Eriugena claims that God exists within all things.



I do not seek to understand in order to believe, but believe in order that I might understand.
ANSELM OF CANTERBURY, Proslogion (1077–1078) Ibn Rushd The Spanish Muslim
philosopher Ibn Rushd is born. He will later help to revive Classical Greek thinking in medieval
Europe. 1190 1126 The Spanish thinker Moses Maimonides completes The Guide for the
Perplexed, bringing together his Jewish beliefs with the writings of Aristotle. In this book he
argues that the essence of God is unknowable. The Italian Christian Thomas Aquinas writes the
Summa Theologiae, a detailed guide to Christian teachings that is still used by the Catholic
Church today.1265Thomas Aquinas 1160 In China, the philosopher Zhu Xi studies with teacher
Li Tong. The neo-Confucian master helps Zhu Xi to develop his own principles of neo-
Confucianism, known as daoxue. Zhu Xi religion—Islam—was emerging, making huge
contributions to the development of philosophy. Between the 8th and the 14th centuries, Islam
experienced a golden age. The city of Baghdad in modern-day Iraq became a center of
philosophy, where philosophers worked to translate ancient Greek texts into Arabic. Later,
Arabic texts were translated into Latin, the language of scholars in Europe at the time. These
translations had a huge impact on Christian beliefs. A page from The Guide for the Perplexed
c.1300 The English philosopher William of Ockham develops a principle that will come to be
known as "Ockham's razor," which says that the best possible explanation is often the simplest.
Buddhism was introduced into China from India around the 2nd century ce. It gained popularity
and widely influenced Chinese culture, transforming approaches to poetry and art. In 618 ce
China came under the rule of the Tang dynasty, and Buddhism was included among the local
Chinese traditions of Daoism and Confucianism as one of the three main religions and
philosophies (“three teachings”) of the Chinese-speaking world. 11

PHILOSOPHY THROUGH THE AGES 1400 – 1850 Thomas Hobbes1637 The English thinker
Thomas Hobbes argues that a ruler with absolute power is needed to maintain order and
stability among the people. ▲ ADVISING THE PRINCE Machiavelli advised the 16th- century
Italian ruler Lorenzo de’ Medici on political tactics. 1532 The political book The Prince by Italian
thinker Niccolò Machiavelli is published. It instructs political leaders on how best to govern. I The
English philosopher Francis Bacon writes Novum Organum, which sets out his ideas on
scientific methods. These go on to form the basis of modern science. ◀ PROCESS OF SIGHT
Descartes made illustrations, such as this drawing of the process of sight, to accompany his
writings. 1620 The French philosopher and scientist René Descartes makes the now famous
statement “cogito, ergo sum” (“I think therefore I am”).1651n the 14th century, Italian scholars
began to study ancient Greek and Roman writings that had been brought to Italy from the
Byzantine Empire to the east. This led to a “renaissance” (rebirth) of wisdom and learning in
Europe over the following centuries. During the Renaissance, people started to reject the
medieval Christian teachings that had dominated their lives, and instead embraced new
approaches to education and philosophy. Philosophers started to think more deeply about
humanitas (“human nature”), rather than focusing on questions about God. The Renaissance



was a time of great technological and political change in Europe. The development of a new
12kind of printing press by Johannes Gutenberg enabled books containing revolutionary ideas
to be printed more quickly and distributed more widely. Also around this time, European nations
began to explore the world by sea, looking to trade and plunder. Traditionally, the Christian
Church had been important to European states because it had lots of money, but as nations
grew richer, the Church’s wealth mattered less and its power weakened further. The discovery of
new sea routes to Asia also brought Europeans into contact with philosophical traditions from
the East. Ancient texts from China and India were translated into European languages,
introducing fresh ideas to Western thought.

It is necessary that at least once in your life, you doubt, as far as possible, all things. RENÉ
DESCARTES, Principles of Philosophy (1644) In Germany, Immanuel Kant argues that human
senses are limited and suggests that people can never know the world as it really is. 1710 In
Ireland, bishop and thinker George Berkeley argues that all things are made of ideas and
nothing exists physically. The Scottish thinker David Hume highlights the importance of scientific
experimentation in any attempt to form an accurate understanding of the world. NEW SCIENCE
▶ Hume’s writings were influenced by the advances made during the Scientific Revolution in
Europe. Immanuel Kant 1739 1792 1755 The Genevan philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau
argues that people are born equal and free, but become corrupted by society. 1781 The English
philosopher Mary Wollstonecraft argues for the equal education of girls and boys in A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman.▲ FRENCH REVOLUTION Rousseau examined how
society should be run in order to preserve people’s freedom, and his ideas helped inspire the
leaders of the French Revolution.Toward the end of the Renaissance, the Scientific Revolution
(1543–1687) began to spread across Europe. The growth of science led people to think about
the world in new ways, inspiring a philosophical movement known as the Enlightenment, which
reached its height in the 1700s. During the Enlightenment, thinkers argued for the importance of
reasoning. Meanwhile in India, many philosophers were influenced by Western thought.
Studying Western philosophy gave Indian philosophers different waysof approaching Indian
philosophical traditions. This led to what is sometimes called the “Indian Renaissance,” with
philosophers such as Ram Mohan Roy developing new ideas about ancient Indian philosophy.
During this period, China traded with Europe, which brought Chinese thinkers into closer contact
with Western thought. But Confucianism was little changed by these imported ideas, and
remained one of the most important philosophies in China. Scholars such as Wang Yangming
developed Confucian values in new ways. 13

PHILOSOPHY THROUGH THE AGES 1850 – present The English philosopher John Stuart Mill
promotes women’s suffrage, presenting a petition to the British parliament. The German thinker
Friedrich Nietzsche introduces the idea of the Übermensch (“Superman”) —a person who relies
on their own abilities to change the world for the better. 1866 1883–1885 1867 The German



philosopher Karl J.S. Mill argued for women’s right to vote Marx writes Capital, which describes
how workers will gain power in the political movement known as communism. ▼ FLYING THE
FLAG The writings of Karl Marx supported and influenced the rise of communism. In the US,
Charles Sanders Peirce delivers a series of lectures at Harvard University, arguing that
philosophical theories should have practical uses. Friedrich Nietzsche 1903n the mid-19th
century, philosophers in Europe, including the great German thinkers Friedrich Nietzsche and
Karl Marx, introduced new ideas that were fiercely in opposition to Christian thinking and
challenged the political systems of their time. Their philosophies often had the aim of changing
society, and the practical effects of their ideas were felt throughout the following century. In the
US, a more practical approach to philosophy also became popular. Some American thinkers,
known as pragmatists, wanted to promote philosophical ideas that were useful in daily life, rather
than abstract I 14

1949 Bertrand Russell Alfred North Whitehead The English philosophers Bertrand Russell and
Alfred North Whitehead write Principia Mathematica. This book popularizes the idea of logic
among British and American philosophers. 1943 In her groundbreaking feminist book, The
Second Sex, the French philosopher Simone de Beauvoir analyzes the unequal treatment of
women in a male-dominated society.▲ RISE OF FEMINISM Simone de Beauvoir’s philosophy
inspired the feminist protests of the 1960s and 1970s. 1910–1913 1937 The Japanese
philosopher Watsuji Tetsuroˉ criticizes Western ideas on ethics and instead emphasizes the
importance of community. The philosophers have only interpreted the world in various ways. The
point, however, is to change it. KARL MARX, Theses on Feuerbach (1888) theories that could
never be proved. The pragmatists preferred not to ask, “Is this idea true?,” but instead, “Is this
idea useful?” From the early 1900s, philosophers started to examine how the subject of
philosophy itself works. In Britain, this led to the tradition of analytic philosophy. This approach
uses the tools of logic and the philosophy of language to break complex philosophical problems
down into parts and analyze how they fit together. In continental Europe, many philosophers
preferred to synthesize (combine) different ideas together, to explore the nature of human
experience and the purpose of existence. Mary Warnock More recently, philosophers have
looked at the similarities and differences between philosophical traditions from around the world.
This study is known as comparative philosophy. Thinkers in China, for example, are interested in
exploring the writings of Aristotle to understand their own traditions. Some modern-day
philosophers believe that we need to look beyond just a few “popular traditions,” such as the
philosophies of India, China, Europe, and North America. They are exploring philosophical
traditions from elsewhere, such as Africa and South America, to discover new ways of asking
and answering some of the oldest questions in human existence. 15 The French philosopher
Jean-Paul Sartre writes about the purpose of existence in his book Being and Nothingness.
1984 In science, the English philosopher Mary Warnock sets the ethical standards for research
on human embryos.



IXXXIXII

Philosophy began with people asking questions about the world and about their place in it.
Moving away from myths and legends, philosophers found other ways of explaining what the
Universe is made of and how it works, what is real, and the meaning of personal identity. These
discussions came together to form the foundation of the branch of philosophy known as
metaphysics. 17REALITY AND EXISTENCEXIIIIIIVIII

REALITY AND EXISTENCEWhat is everything made of ? Although we now think of it as
answerable by science, the question of what all things are made of was once a philosophical one
—the answer could only be debated. The early Greek philosophers had no way of testing their
theories, but their views on this question closely anticipated modern-day science. A s far as we
know, Thales, from the Greek city of Miletus in Ionia (in modern-day Turkey), was the first
Western philosopher to ask what everything is made of—or in philosophical terms, what is the
fundamental principle. Thales lived in the 6th century bce, well before the influential Greek
thinker Socrates (see p.45). Thales’s answer was that there was just one substance (a view
called monism), and that this single substance was water. The idea that water could also be
such things as fire and air, which don’t have a watery nature, now seems strange. The early
Greeks were the first to devise an atomic theory. Their ideas were explored by scientists in the
1700s.JARGON BUSTER Substance In philosophy, something that can exist without depending
on anything else. Fundamental principle The substance or substances from which all things are
made. Pre-Socratic Greek philosophy before Socrates, or philosophy unaffected by his
work.Thales’s pupil, Anaximander, thought that the substance all things are made of was not
water, but a single material he called apeiron. This was something infinite, ageless, permanently
in motion, and without any definite qualities. However, a pupil of Anaximander, Anaximenes,
thought that apeiron did have a particular character, which was air. Anaximenes claimed that air
could be compressedONE SUBSTANCE Some pre-Socratic Greek philosophers thought that
there was only one substance in the world, from which all things were made. They had different
views on what that fundamental principle was. Apeiron (meaning “the limitless” in ancient Greek)
was Anaximander’s term for the fundamental principle. Everything was made from it, and
returned to it when destroyed. Thales noticed water all around him in oceans, in rivers, and in
rain. He realized that it was vital to every living thing, so it seemed rational that everything in the
Universe was made from it.

REALITY AND EXISTENCEto take on different appearances and qualities, such as water and
earth. Towards the end of the 6th century bce, Heraclitus, another Ionian Greek, thought that the
fundamental principle was fire. Just as the flames of a fire seem to dance, he thought that
everything is in flux —continually changing. A different group of philosophers,DAOISM AND
THE ORIGIN OF ALL THINGS led by Parmenides, were based in the Greek city of Elea in



southern Italy. Like the Milesians, these thinkers also believed there was only one fundamental
principle, but that it was unchanging and continuous. Parmenides’ student, Zeno, argued that the
opposite view (pluralism—the belief that there are many types of thing) involved absurdities, or
paradoxes (see pp.92–93). The Dao De Jing, the main text of the philosophy of Daoism, views
everything as the product of the interaction of two things: wu and you. Wu is described as “what
there is not,” or “the empty.” You is the opposite: “what there is,” or “the full.” According to the Dao
De Jing, wu and you are equally important. For example, a clay bowl is made up of both you (the
clay that the potter shapes) and wu (the empty space it contains). Chinese bowl form
compounds with different properties. This view of compounds and their properties is similar to
the science of modern chemistry. MORE THAN ONE THING Empedocles of Acragas in Sicily,
writing in the 5th century bce, believed that the Universe was made not of one thing, but four:
fire, water, earth, and air. He also described forces for change—love, which unified these four
basic components, and strife, which could separate them. The basic substances could combine
to THE WORLD IS MADE OF ATOMS Later in the same century, the thinking of Empedocles
was developed further by fellow Greeks Leucippus and Democritus, known as the Atomists.
They believed that everything in the world was made up of atoms in constant motion. In their
view, “atoms” were simply things that could not be split. Atoms themselves had no properties
but, in combination with other atoms, they took on particular characteristics.Anaximenes thought
apeiron consisted of air. When this was compressed, it formed clouds, became water when even
denser, and then, at its densest, earth and stones. FirewindAccording to Heraclitus, the
fundamental principle was fire. This substance could become water and earth, as well as a hot
and airy substance he called “firewind.”
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red bourgeois, “Great Introduction to Philosophy. My 11-year-old devoured this book, carries it
everywhere, and discusses it with her siblings and friends. The book is accessible and
beautifully illustrated, but also covers a range of topics, from broad philosophical worldviews to
ethics and aesthetics. Each chapter also includes philosophical questions for kids to ponder.
Unlike other philosophy books that I looked at, this one takes a more secular approach and
covers more contemporary topics.”

Bob, “Great read. Good introductory book (with pictures) to philosophy, a subject infamous for its
lack of illustrations. If you've ever wanted to learn some foundational concepts in philosophy but
been put off by the dry, black and white textbooks, this book is garenteed to keep your attention
longer than those!”

A, “Great introduction to philosophy. Although it’s supposed to be a children’s book it’s also
perfect for adults.It’s illustrated very beautifully and the philosophical language is easy to
understand.Just what I was looking for!!”

The School, “DK books are the best. A must buy for young readers. We love this book. Super
simple explanation for hard topics.”

The book by DK has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 73 people have provided feedback.
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